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Motivation 
Inspired by the food paintings of Wayne Thiebaud, students learn to use different kinds of lines to 
draw a cupcake. Their cupcakes will be colored with diluted oil pastels.  Dimension and texture will be 
added by blending the lightened color with the original oil pastels.  Cupcakes will be cut out and glued 
to a light-colored paper. Using a darker colored oil pastel, students will add the bold shadows found in 
Thiebaud’s artworks.  They will top their cupcakes with their favorite piece of candy. 
 
Student Objectives 

• Introduce students to the art of Wayne Thiebaud. 
• Identify and describe the elements of art. 
• Discover how placement is used to create illusion of space on a flat surface. 
• Apply color by identifying changes in value. 

 
Vocabulary 
Color relationships:  Also called color schemes or harmonies. They refer to the relationships of 
colors on the color wheel. Basic color schemes include monochromatic, analogous, and 
complementary. 
Elements of Art: Sensory components used to create works of art: line, color, shape/form, texture, 
value, space. 
Line: A point moving in space. Line can vary in width, length, curvature, color, or direction.  
Pop Art Movement: Emerged in the 1950s and flourished in the 1960s in America and 
Britain, drawing inspiration from sources in popular and commercial culture.  
 
Historical and Cultural Connections 
Born in Mesa, Arizona in 1920, Wayne Thiebaud was raised in Southern California.  He began his 
career as a commercial artist and apprenticed as an animator for The Walt Disney Studios.  After his 
service in the Armed Forces during World War II, he continued as a commercial artist and attended 
graduate school. During this time, he began his long-distinguished teaching career. 
 
He is best known for his paintings of cakes, pies, candies, gumball machines, and deli counters all 
arranged in a classic diner or cafeteria style, emphasizing taste and appearance. Painting mostly 
from his memory, Thiebaud applied thick paint of multiple bright colors to the canvas with a knife and 
often contrasted objects against pale backgrounds with well-defined shadows reminiscent of his 
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commercial art background. In 1962, Thiebaud’s food paintings were exhibited in New York. Though 
some called Thiebaud a Pop artist because he painted popular consumer goods, he said he painted 
them from nostalgia. They reminded him of his boyhood and the best America. 
 
In addition to food, Thiebaud has painted landscapes, streetscapes, and cityscapes. His fascination 
with scenes from everyday American life have been compared to the works of Edward Hopper. 
Wayne Thiebaud continued to paint what he knew even at the age of 100.  Sadly, he died this past 
year on Christmas day at the age of 101.  For an interesting look into the artist’s careers,  
watch the brief Youtube video from a CBS 60 Minutes interview. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vI_QJ5D9Qm8 
 
Supplies: Per Student 
Card stock and student worksheet will be provided by AAYF: 

• White cardstock 8 ½” X 11” cut in half 
• Light blue, light green, or lavender cardstock 8 ½” X 11” (only one choice per student) 
• Student worksheet 
• Pencil 
• Oil pastels: Assorted array of both light and dark primary and secondary colors, including white and 

brown.  (If possible, use Crayola brand as they have a pointed tip).  
• Canola oil: Tablespoon per student 
• Soufflé cup with lid for oil 
• Cotton swabs: About 10 per student (5 for blending with oil and 5 for blending without oil). 
• Paper towel 
• Scissors 
• Glue stick 
• Crayon sharpener (optional) 

 
Step-by-Step: Model for students while following the Power Point. 
Begin by having students complete the AAYF project/name label and set aside.  Label to be attached 
when the artwork is completed. 
 
Artistic Process 

• Introduce students to the art of Wayne Theibaud, show samples of his paintings. 
• Review vocabulary words with students. 
• Discuss with students the process they will follow in creating their artwork: Directed drawing, 

independent coloring. 
• Remind older students about the AAYF project: Selfie of Sorts based on Picasso and how oil 

pastels were diluted with oil.  
• Explain that diluting the color with oil (as in the Picasso project) lightened the color. For this 

new project, students will also apply undiluted pastels to make the color darker, thereby 
creating greater value contrast. 

 
Direction and quality of lines: 
In the 2019-20 AAYF project Arranging the Elements, students learned about visual language: The 
Elements of Art.  The first element introduced was that of “line”.  Review the “line” worksheet with 
students: 

• Quality of line refers to what kind of line: point to the different kinds of lines on the worksheet. 
• Explain that regardless of the kind of line, it can only move in 3 directions: horizontal, vertical, 

or diagonal.  
• Using a pencil, have students practice making 2 or 3 samples of each of the different lines. 

o Have younger students first trace with their fingers. 
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Drawing the cupcakes: Directed Guidance 
Working together with the students, begin drawing the first cupcake. (Note: Older students will draw 
two, younger students will draw only one, a second if time permits.  

• Have students think about their favorite cupcake.  (A sample of a real cupcake would be 
inspirational!)  

• Talk about the different parts: The cake, wrapper, icing, and topper.   
• Explain that working together, they will learn to draw a cupcake using the different lines and 

directions practiced on the worksheet. 
 

Begin by using a half sheet white cardstock, held horizontally.  This will allow for a larger-than-life 
cupcake that is wide and short.  To best color the artwork, the cupcakes should be drawn large.  
1. Draw 2 straight diagonal lines opposite one another (starting at the bottom edge, of the paper). 
2. Connect the bottom of the two lines with a curved line. 
3. Now connect the top of the diagonal lines with a short zig zag line. 
4. Add small, curved lines on either side for the cake. 
5. Attach two additional curve lines for the icing. 
6. Connect the top curves with a low wavy line or connecting curves to close the shape at the top. 
7. Use a deep wavy line at the bottom of the top curved lines to make it look like the icing is dripping. 
8. Add straight diagonal lines by starting at the points of the zig zag line and attach them to the 
bottom curved line. (Note: A candy topper will be added to the cupcake after it is glued onto the 
colored sheet of paper.) 
9. Older students turn the second half sheet of cardstock to vertically and repeat the previous steps.  
This time, the cupcake should be narrower, taller, and a bit smaller than the first. 
 
Coloring the cupcake(s): Independent Guidance 
Demonstrate how to use the oil pastels with and without oil: 

• Apply oil pastels with regular pressure loosely coloring in the shape. 
• Blend the color by applying tiny amounts of oil with the cotton swab (too much oil will create a 

mess). 
• Use different ends of the swab when changing colors. 
• All stroke lines should go in the same direction. 
• Adding the oil will lighten the oil pastel color.  Show how to create value contrast (and texture) 

by applying the same pastel without the oil. Adding the darker color will give the cupcake a 
better sense of dimension. 

1. Begin with the drawing of the cupcake on the horizontal card stock.   
2. Have students think about their cupcake:  

• The kind of cake: chocolate, vanilla, red velvet, etc. 
• The flavor of the icing and is it smooth or textured. 
• The colors and patterns of the wrappers. 

3. Color can be inventive, but to create a better illusion for the wrapper alternate the colors use one of 
the color relationships such as: tints and shades, warm or cool, complementary, etc. 
4. To avoid smudging and fingerprints, have students begin by coloring the icing, then the 
cake, and finally the wrapper. Don’t worry about oil spots or coloring beyond the exterior  
lines since the cupcake(s) will be entirely cut out.  

• Once completed, older students can then go on to the second cupcake. They can  
create a different looking cupcake or the same as the first. When both are complete, 
students can cut out their cupcakes.  

• Younger students can begin cutting out their cupcake, provided it is somewhat dry.  
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Creating the illusion of depth: Space appears to move from the front (bottom) edge of the paper 
backward to the top edge. 

• Imagine that the paper is divided into three parts: foreground, middle  
     ground, and background much like you would do when painting a 
     landscape as in the AAYF project Tinting Colors. 
• Largest cupcakes glued in the foreground are applied low on the paper 

and appear nearest.  
• Smaller cupcakes glued in the middle ground appear farther back. 
• Smallest cupcakes glued in the background appear farthest. 

 
Gluing the cupcake(s) onto colored paper: 
1. Select one of the color sheets of cardstock. 
2. Holding vertically, glue the larger cupcake to the paper, close to the center bottom edge. 
3. If you have a second cupcake, depending upon its size, glue it to the side edge, either midway in 
the middle ground or close to the top edge in the background. The two cupcakes should not overlap. 
 
Drawing a Thiebaud-like shadow that is well-defined: Directed Guidance 
Thiebaud cupcake paintings have strong shadows.  They help to make the 
cupcakes look like they are sitting on a counter or table instead of flying through  
the air. Also, the shadows don’t exactly follow the shape of the cupcakes. 
1. Starting at almost the top of the wrapper, draw a short straight line. 
2. Connect a wavy line like the top of the icing.      
3. Then add a second straight line.  
4. Repeat the same steps for a second cupcake. 
5. Add a favorite candy to top the cupcake such as a: Hershey Kiss, M&M, Jolly Rancher, or Skittle. 

 
Coloring the candy and shadow: 
1. Choosing any pastel, color the candy topper. 
2. Use a clean dry cotton swab (no oil) to lightly blend the color. 
3. Add unblended color to create value contrast.  
4. Using a darker value than the colored cardstock, color the shadow, again no oil.   
5. Use a clean dry cotton swab to lightly blend the color.  Add unblended color to create value 
contrast. 
6. Sign your name in the lower right corner and affix the AAYF project label to the back. 

 
Aesthetic Valuing 
1. What colors did you use to create the flavor of your cupcake(s)? 
2. Why did you use a darker value than the colored paper to create the shadow? 
3. Using both diluted and undiluted oil pastel, did you create the sense of texture? 
4. Do you think your cupcake(s) would taste delicious? 
 
About the Artist: Robin Kiss  
A past AAYF president and participating program artist Robin has presented several projects to 
students. She has also taught integrated art residencies to students in the Palos Verdes and 
Paramount Unified School Districts, provided professional development, and unique programming for 
GATE, and Art/ELL residencies. Robin returns to AAYF as a Helping Hand in her grandchildren’s 
classrooms and currently serves as a board member. She continues to engage students in the 
learning process through a variety of hands-on art activities.  
 
Earning an art degree, with honors in drawing from the State University system in New York, Robin 
trained with renown Realist artist Phillip Pearlstein and Abstract Expressions Jimmy Ernst.  Robin and 
her husband moved to California in 1978, residing there ever since with her family. 
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Art At Your Fingertips is a Palos Verdes Art Center school-based outreach program in partnership with 
the Palos Verdes Unified School District and the Palos Verdes Library District.  Founded in 1976, this 
volunteer program annually brings quality visual arts education to almost 7,000 transitional 
kindergarten through fifth grade students at public and private schools on the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
as well as schools and organizations beyond the Peninsula. 
 

We thank PTA, PTO, and Booster Club for their support. 
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