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Introduction:
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●

●
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Today we will be creating a painting inspired by
Georges Seurat.
Rather than using paintbrushes, we will be
using a technique knows as “Pointillism.”
This movement was considered part of the
“Post Impressionist” movement, dating back to
the late 1800's.
It's just as fun today as it was then.
Let's look into some history before we get
started.

Who was Georges Seurat?
●

●

●

●

●

●

Born in Paris in 1859.
He was formally trained as an artist
at Ecole Des Beaux-Arts.
He was influenced by the
impressionist before him as well as
the study of Color Theory.
Along with his friends, he created an
art movement known as “NeoImpressionism.
He died at only 31 years old in 1891.
Due to his early death, his ideas
were never compiled into formal
theory, but he is considered the
most significant artist of the PostImpressionistic Period.

What is Pointillism?
●

●

●

Seurat felt that mixing colors
before adding to the canvas
resulted in “dirty colors”.
Instead, he chose to dab
spots of pure color side by
side, and allow the “mixing”
to the eye of the viewer.
This process was time
consuming and sometimes
took more than a year to
complete a painting.

Look Close

Our Inspiration

The Seine from La Grande Jatte
1888
The Island of La Grande Jatte was a setting for many famous artists besides
Seurat, including Van Gogh and Monet. Today is it our inspiration as
well.

Supplies
-Half sheet of 8 1/2” x 11” paper, cut
down to 8 1/2” x 5 1/2”
-Shallow paint tray with the following
colors:
-Red -Yellow -Blue (primary colors)
-Black and -White
-Sketch Pencil
-Unsharpened pencil w/ rubber eraser
-Paper Towel
-Eraser (docent only)

Step 1: Sketch

1. Use you pencil lightly,
we don't want to see
our sketch after we
paint. Start with a
horizontal line across
the middle of your
paper. This is your
horizon line.

2. Add another horizontal
line below your
horizon line. This is
the far bank of the
river.

3. Add a slanted line from
the right side of you
paper to the middle of
the bottom. This is the
bank the viewer is
standing on.

Part 1: Sketch (continued)

4. Draw some tree trunks.
Start on the top of the
slanted line and make
sure to go above the
horizon line.

5. Draw some circular
shapes over the tops
of the tree trunks. This
will mark the space for
our leaves.

6. Let's add a sailboat.
Start with the deck.
Draw a flat line in
between your horizon
line and the far bank of
the river, just as long
as you want your boat
to be.

Part 1: Sketch (continued)

7. Draw short slanted lines for the front
and back of the boat.

8. Draw a vertical line from the middle of
the deck for the mast.

9. Draw a slanted line from the top of
the mast to the back of the boat for
the main sail.

10. Add 2 rounded lines for the front sail.
This will create the illusion of “wind” in
the sails.

Part 2: Paint

1. Using the eraser on our
unsharpened pencil,
dip in white paint and
add blue dots to your
sky and water. After,
use white to fill in the
rest of your sky and
water.

2. Wipe off your eraser.
Now use red and
yellow dots to fill in the
far bank of the river.
After, add some white
dots to lighten it up.

3. Use red and blue dots to
fill in your tree trunk. Add
yellow after. Mixing all 3
primary colors will give us
a brownish color.

Part 2: Paint (continued)

4. Use blue and yellow dots
to cover the top of your
tree and the grass
underneath. Use more
blue toward the bottom
and under the tree for
shadow.

5. Paint the boat. Using red,
fill in the hull solidly.
Then add a blue stripe
below for a shadow.
Finally, paint the sails
white and use a very
small amount of black to
add shadows the the
sails.

6. (Optional) There are
some houses and trees
on the far bank of the
river. Use the
techniques we've
learned to add some
extra detail in the
distance.

CONGRATULATIONS!
You're done! Great job and I hope you had fun.

Now step back and enjoy your work. Remember, pointillism is about letting the
viewers eye “mix” the colors. If we stand too close, we'll just see the dots.

Once you paint is dried, you can use a pencil to sign your name. Artists always
sign in the bottom corner.

Be proud of your work, you're a Pointillist now.

