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Motivation
Desert animals favored by Australian Aborigine Dreamtime story tellers and artists will serve as the
basic structure for this student artwork as they explore the Elements of Art. Students will use lines
and shapes that repeat in an organized way to make the larger image. As a result, implied texture
will fill the space. Students will have the opportunity to decide if they prefer the purity of value contrast
of black and white or other colors. They can also choose to cut out their final image in order to
transform it to a form.
Student Objectives
• Analyze the Elements of Art
• Describe Principles of Design
• Introduce students to the Australian Aborigine Dreamtime stories and art
• Make larger images using patterns of lines and shapes to create implied texture and
achromatic value.
• Experiment with positive and negative space
Vocabulary
Balance: The way in which the elements in visual arts are arranged to create a feeling of equilibrium
in a work of art. The three types of balance are symmetry, asymmetry, and radial.
Contour drawing: The drawing of an object as though the drawing tool is moving along all the edges
and ridges of the form.
Contrast the degree of difference between the lightest and darkest parts of a picture.
Elements of Art: Sensory components used to create works of art: line, color, shape/form, texture,
value, space.
Negative: Refers to the shape or space that exists or represents an area unoccupied by an object.
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Neutral colors: The colors black, white, gray, and variations of brown. They are included in the color
family called earth colors.
Positive: Shapes or spaces that are or represent solid objects.
Principles of Design: The organization of works of art. They involve the ways in which the elements
of art are arranged (balance, contrast, dominance, emphasis, movement, repetition, rhythm,
subordination, variation, unity).
Shape: A two-dimensional area or plane that may be open or closed, free-form or geometric. It can
be found in nature or is made by humans.
Space: The emptiness or area between, around, above, below, or contained within objects. Shapes
and forms are defined by the space around and within them, just as spaces are defined by the
shapes and forms around and within them.
Texture: The surface quality of materials, either actual (tactile) or implied (visual).
The Elements of Art
An artist tells a story by using language and skills unique to the visual arts and like written and verbal
language, it also needs structure to be understood. An artwork is the arrangement of the sensory
components called The Elements of Art. There are seven elements: line, shape, form, color, value,
texture, and space. It is how they are arranged, according to the Principles of Design that create
artistic expression. Repetition, balance, and contrast are three of the ten principles that will be
emphasized in arranging the elements in this artwork.
Cultural Connections
Australian Aborigines
The Aborigines were the first inhabitants of the Australian continent and its nearby islands. The
original Australians were hunter-gathers and had to find food to survive. They didn’t have a written
language and in order to hand down traditions to convey knowledge of the land, events, and beliefs
they told “Dreamtime” stories, drew pictures on rocks and in the sand. The Aborigines used both the
lizard and frog as symbols in their mythical Dreamtime stories (The Roughtail Lizard Dream and
Tiddalik the Frog) and in their dot art.

Their unique culture is still celebrated today through their Dreamtime stories and their art. Lizard
Indigenous Australians include many different communities and societies that are further divided into
local communities with unique cultures. However, fewer than 200 of the languages of these groups
remain in use.
Supplies
White cardstock 8 1/2” X 11”
Black Sharpie marker, ultra fine point
Pencil
Project worksheet (ordinary 8 ½” X 11” white paper)
Scissors
Glue stick
Watercolors, colored pencils or markers (Optional)
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Pre-Prep and set-up
• Pencil
• Black Sharpie marker, ultra fine point
• Scissors
• Glue stick
• Printed copies:
o AAYF label
o Image of lizard or frog (cardstock)
o Flipping Black & White Worksheet (plain paper)
• Access to artist’s video or Zoom with docent
Step-by-step
1. Introduce students to the elements of art explaining that an artwork is a visual composition and
like a written composition also needs language and structure to be understood. Visual language is
known as the Elements of Art. There are seven elements of art: line, shape, form, color, value,
texture, and space. The elements of art are arranged according to the Principles of Design. There
are ten principles of design, however, the project will focus primarily on three: repetition, balance,
and contrast. Tell students that they are going to create artwork by arranging the elements.
2. Select one of the contour drawings. The lizard and frog are frequently used as symbols in
Dreamtime stories and art of the Aborigine, the indigenous people of Australia.
3. Break up the space into smaller sections using a pencil to draw lines that connects to the edges of
the contour drawing:
• Start with drawing about 8-10 lines. If a section is too big add more pencil lines.
4. The contour drawing will be filled in by repeating lines and shapes in an organized way, making
patterns:
• Flipping Black & White worksheet: some examples of patterns
• There are at least three drawings of the same pattern in each box.
o As the positive and negative shapes and space changes when different parts of the
pattern are colored, the same patterns appear different.
• Students practice making their own patterns in the blank boxes:
o Practice with a pencil.
o Do simple line drawing of the patterns, no need to color in with black.
(Note: It may be easier for younger students to draw larger patterns).
5. Working with the Sharpie, students begin drawing patterns in the organic shapes they
created with the pencil lines:
• Only draw outlines of patterns, coloring in with black later.
• Draw different patterns in adjacent shapes:
o The pencil lines are like boundaries on a map. It is the edge of an organic shape.
o Repeat patterns in other areas to create balance.
o Patterns should be drawn all the way to the contour line edge.
6. Once the lizard or frog is completely filled in with texture, decide what lines, shapes, and space
to color black:
• Pure value contrast:
o Black is the darkest color and white the lightest.
o Contrast is the greatest difference between dark and light and that is pure black and
white.
• Color in positive shapes and negatives space or only positive shapes. (Note: It may be
easier for younger students to color only positive shapes).
• Equally distribute the black throughout the artwork to create balance.
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7. Adding color: Optional activity
• Add color (other than black and white) with watercolor paint (if a Sharpie was used),
markers, or colored pencils.
• Allow watercolor paint to dry completely before completing the next step.
8. Transforming the flat artwork to form: optional for younger students
• Cut out completely leaving the contour line.
o Cut on the outside edge of the contour line instead of on the line.
• Place the lizard or frog at the edge of a desk or table.
• Holding the back with one hand and the nose with the other gently, but firmly, pull over
edge.
• Repeat until you are satisfied with the form.
9. Signing the artwork:
• Cut out and complete the project label with a pencil. Glue it to the back of either your
transformed or flat drawing.
Aesthetic Valuing:
Review the Elements of Art in the artwork. Talk about how they were arranged according the
Principles of Design:
1. We repeated lines and shapes to create patterns.
2. The multiple patterns resulted in visual texture.
3. The coloring with black of positive shapes and space, and negative space resulted in pure
value contrast.
4. The equal distribution of patterns and color throughout the artwork created balance.
5. Adding color other than neutrals was optional.
6. The flat artwork became a form.
About the Artist: Robin Kiss
A past AAYF president and participating program artist Robin has presented several projects to
students. She has also taught integrated art residencies to students in the Palos Verdes and
Paramount Unified School Districts, provided professional development, and unique programming for
GATE, and Art/ELL residencies. Robin returns to AAYF as a Helping Hand in her grandchildren’s
classrooms and currently serves as a board member. She continues to engage students in the
learning process through a variety of hands-on art activities.
Earning an art degree, with honors in drawing from the State University system in New York,
Robin trained with renown Realist artist Phillip Pearlstein and Abstract Expressionist Jimmy Ernst.
Robin and her husband moved to California 1978, residing there ever since with her family.

Art At Your Fingertips is a Palos Verdes Art Center school-based outreach program in
partnership with the Palos Verdes Unified School District and the Palos Verdes Library
District. Founded in 1976, this volunteer program annually brings quality visual arts education
to almost 7,000 transitional kindergarten through fifth grade students at public and private
schools on the Palos Verdes Peninsula as well as schools and organizations beyond the
Peninsula.
We thank PTA, PTO, and Booster Club for their support.
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Flipping Black & White
Worksheet
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Arranging the Elements
Explore the elements of art and learn more about the traditions of Australia’s Aboriginal peoples
@the Palos Verdes Library District

Young Readers Nonfiction:
499.15 BANCROFT Possum and wattle : my big book of Australian words
By Bronwyn Bancroft
Australian words and Aboriginal art bring the country to life with bright and appealing paintings.
745.5 HENRY Making amazing art : 40 activities using the 7 elements of art design
By Sandi Henry
Introduces the seven basic elements of design that are the building blocks that all artists use
741.674 BANG Picture this : how pictures work
By Molly Bang
See how the elements of an artwork give it the power to tell a story in this beautiful, engaging book.
994.01 ARNOLD Uluru, Australia's Aboriginal heart
By Caroline Arnold
See Uluru’s role as a sacred site for the Anangu and how its plants and animals are an integral part of their traditional way of
life for the Anangu people

Fiction and Folktales
J Easy Reader Tiddalick the greedy frog : an Aboriginal dreamtime story
By Nicholas Wu
Tiddalick the Frog has drunk all the water from the river! The animals try their best to get Tiddalick to give back the water but
nothing seems to work--until a tiny little eel shows up.
J Folk Tale Oceania Australia Jirrbal : rainforest dreamtime stories
By Maisie Barlow
Witty fables with delightfully drawn animal characters illustrate the unique lifestyle of the Jirrbalngan of north Queensland.
Older Reader Picture book Sam’s Bush Journey
By Sally Morgan
Transported from his bed one night, Sam awakes to find himself in the bush (without Google maps!) Can he use the knowledge
his grandmother shared with him to survive?

Downloadable ebooks from Hoopla and Overdrive
Mad Magpie
By Gregg Dreise
In this story from the Dreamtime tradition, Guluu, an angry magpie is being teased by a gang of butcher birds. Can the elders
help him?
Super Simple Australian Art
By Alex Kuskowsi
Travel to the Outback on an art adventure to try Australian culture with a creative twist.

Library services are available at all branches! Place holds, check out Chromebooks and hotspots, use our mobile printing service and
more! Interior access is still unavailable until further notice. Check out our website at www.pvld.org for updates and to access our
online services.
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